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SWALCLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON 21ST JUNE  2021 AT 7.30PM 

IN SWALCLIFFE VILLAGE HALL 

 

Councillors Present 
Neil Urquhart (NU), Chairperson 
Ken Hodkinson (KH) 
Karen Riordan (KR) 
Victoria Taylor (VT), Vice Chairperson 
Christine Coles - Parish Clerk and three members of the public 
 
21/52. Apologies 
 Cllr McCallum (work), Cllr Gandy  (holiday) and Cllr Smith (family) 
 
21/53. Declarations of Interest  
 No interests were declared. 
 
21/54. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 10th May 2021 
  The minutes of the meeting were approved and signed. 
  
21/55. Public Participation Session 

There were no matters to discuss. 
 

21/56. To note any matters arising from the minutes not included on this agenda for report only 
Family fun day – The proposed date is 29th August. Its normally a PCC-run event but the plan is to open 
it to the whole village.  The bottom part of the equestrian field will be used.  There will be a hog roast 
and people bringing their own picnic.    A zoom meeting to discuss further details is going to be set up. 
 
Waymarker Signs – These have been handed to Cllr Riordan. 
 
Speed sign -   Colin Hill has agreed to check why the speed indicator is not working and whether there 
is an electrical problem or failure of the speed indicator. 
 
Financial documents – These have been put on the website. 

 
21/57. To receive an update on the village/community hall 

The survey results were distributed to those who gave an email address and put on the Facebook page 
and website.  It was agreed that an  open village meeting should be held to present the options and the 
proposed date was agreed as 27th September. 

 
21/58. To receive a report on the Heritage Improvement Project (HIP) for the Church 
 The aim of this project is to conserve the building and make repairs. The PCC are seeking grants and 

some of the work will overlap with the village hall work.  The PCC are trying to make the church 
welcoming to all so that it is suitable for more than just a place of worship.   The vision is to address the 
building problems (damp and heating) and make it more appealing to visit. The Church lends itself to 
certain community activities like the village hall.  There are medieval wall paintings which are a worthy 
feature from each century.  Concerts are suited to either venue. The Church requires some maintenance 
to attract more people. Recent surveys have highlighted the condition and environment. The church is 
cold, damp and impossible to heat.  The windows require work but the costs are huge and a faculty is 
required. The rainwater drainage requires improving.   Although the Church of England owns the church 
building, responsibility for repair lies with the parish. Some grant money has been received and work 
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will start in October/November time.  A lot of work has been done already. 
 
 The Chair spoke about publicising this project to the village. Information is put in the Benefice Magazine 

but could also be put in the Link. 
 
 An overview was given on Swalcliffe Barn. It’s a Listed Ancient Monument and has the same status as 

Stonehenge. It is owned by Oxfordshire Buildings Trust and leased to Oxfordshire County Council.  It 
was restored in 1990 and funded by English Heritage.  Swalcliffe Society has 60 volunteers and the Barn 
is open on 25 occasions per year.  It was not able to open at all in 2020 due to the pandemic and a lot 
of work has taken place to open it this year.  Visitor numbers have dwindled and the Society is finding 
new ways to reach the public. OCC owns the grass in front of the Barn so permission would be needed 
to use it.  Postcards are being sold and the funds will be used to improve the Barn and reward the 
volunteers. 

 
The Chair noted that the village meeting on Monday 27th September 2021 should also include these 
projects so that the village hall options can be considered in light of the HIP requirements.  

 
21/59. To review Standing Orders/Financial Regulations 
 The Chair explained that the Parish Council standing orders, which were last reviewed in 2015, should 

be updated taking account of the model NALC Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. These are 
designed for every size council from small to large and so not all parts are relevant. The Chair will 
condense the document in the Summer and bring it to the September meeting to discuss further.  
Guidance on planning will be added as an appendix to include a list of material and non-material 
considerations. 

  
21/60. Financial Report 
 The following payments were approved under statutory powers: 

£35.00 to Community First (membership) 
£208.97 to Parish Clerk (hours) 
£52.00 to HMRC 
£27.45 To Parish Clerk (mileage) 
£600.00 to Andrew Bathe (grass cutting) 

 
21/61. To receive an update on planning 

• 21/01504/F, Change of use from vets building to storage building with small office at SPE. No 
objection. 

• 21/01972/TCA, Fell 1 x Lawson Cypress at Sunrise, Main Road. No comment by PC. 

• 21/01962/TCA, Tree work at Swalcliffe Park School. No comment by PC. 

• 21/01942/TCA, Fell 1 x Eucalyptus at Backwater, Bakers Lane.  No comment by PC. 

• 21/01214/F and 21/01215/LB, Erection of 462sq detached flat roofed building at SPS.  Granted by 
CDC. 

 
21/50. Councillors’ Reports 

The Parish Clerk will obtain other insurance quotes in the Autumn time to compare against the current 
company used. 
 
A complaint was received about the daffodils being cut too early on the bank opposite the village hall. 
Andrew Bathe will be asked to delay this cut next year. The Parish Clerk will speak to Andrew Bathe and 
ask him to strim down Park Lane from opposite the Thatched Cottages to the lamppost in July as there 
is little room for traffic to pass parked cars 
 
Cllr Hodkinson raised the idea of a bench outside the new play area. This could be considered for the 
Platinum Jubilee.  Mr Hill explained that he still has the damaged Silver Jubilee bench which was at the 
bottom of the church steps. 
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It was hit in bad weather many years ago and has a missing end and back legs. This could be restored 
back to new. 

 
21/51. Date and Time of next meeting 

  Monday 6th September 2021 at 7.30pm 
 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.40pm. 


