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SWALCLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 MINUTES OF A REMOTE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 ON 29th MARCH 2021 AT 7.30PM 

 

Councillors Present 
Neil Urquhart (NU), Chairperson 
Steve Gandy (SG) 
Ken Hodkinson (KH) 
Karen Riordan (KR) 
Ryan Smith (RS) 
Victoria Taylor (VT) 
Christine Coles - Parish Clerk and two members of the public 
 
21/25. Apologies 
  Cllr McCallum (work) 
 
21/26. Declarations of Interest  
  There were no interests to declare. 
 
21/27. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 15TH February  2021 

  The minutes were approved and will be signed. 
  
21/28. Public Participation Session 
  Mr Carter had sent a letter about delaying cutting of verges to make it more environmentally friendly 

managed. If areas are not strimmed as frequently, natural flaura will have a chance to blossom providing a 
habitat for wildlife.  He referred to an incident in Park Lane last year when wild flowers which were blooming 
were mowed down.  This was because some residents had complained it looked untidy.  The grass 
contractor does a good job and currently cuts on a regular basis.  The Parish Council took over the grass 
cutting contract from OCC a few years ago and have a duty of care to keep junctions safe. It was agreed to 
leave the cutting of Park Lane, Green Lane and the long verge at the Tadmarton end of the village until June.  
Mr Carter and Miss Couch thanked the Parish Council and left the meeting. 

 
21/29. To note any matters arising from the minutes not included on this agenda for report only 
 Footpath markings/signage – The Chair to share the link on the website to report issues. 
 
 Speedwatch – This will start soon.  The PCSO who the Parish Councils have been working with is moving to 

the town team.  A new PCSO has taken over.  Sessions will start week commencing 12th April. Cllr Taylor 
has thanked both villagers for their help with charging and looking after the VAS batteries. The one at the 
top has a solar panel. 

 
 Defibrillator – A note was put in the last link.  Cllr Smith produced a What 3 Words poster. This will be put 

on the notice-board.  The pads will be changed in May. 
 
 Church Clock -   The recent fundraising idea was a huge success.  £1,800.00 worth of tickets were sold very 

quickly.  The draw is taking place on Saturday 3rd April.   The collapsed church wall is not a PC issue as it’s a 
boundary between the church and private land. 

 
 Insurance – The Parish Clerk will obtain several quotes. 
 
 Bacon Farm – The wayleave was paid into the bank in February. 
 
 



 

Page | 2 

 

21/30. To receive an update on the village/community hall 
 Cllr Gandy gave the following update. 
 
 The objective is to provide a comprehensive view of the options for the village hall for presentation at the 

next meeting. Since the last update a quantity surveyor has been appointed to cost the Feasibility  Report 
options. A costed proposal has been received from TG Escapes. 

 
 Two companies have quoted for a range of refurbishment options. A village survey is planned to commence 

in early April giving 1 week for responses. The survey is being distributed physically.  Pre marketing through 
posters and the village FB page and website are planned.  The next project actions are to receive 
outstanding costing information and prepare a preliminary report on options, discuss the paper on 
procurement strategy options and discuss engaging in a public consultation once practical and allowed. 

 
21/31. To review Councillor Responsibilities 

 The following responsibilities were agreed: 
 Cllr Riordan – Planning/Village Fund 
 Cllr McCallum – Communication/Social Media 
 Cllr Urquhart - PCC and Woodland Play Area 
 Cllr Taylor – Village Hall Committee 
 Cllr Smith – Swalcliffe Park School 
 Action:  The Parish Clerk to update the website. 
 
 It was agreed to add Fundraising as a responsibility and Cllrs Urquhart and Taylor will lead on this.  
 
 Cllr McCallum has asked to stand down due to other work and family commitments.  It was agreed to allow 

him to reduce his commitment for the next six months and this will be re-evaluated in September. 
 

21/32. Financial Report 
 The following payments were approved under statutory powers: 

£146.16 to OALC (subscription) 
£65.00 to Graphics Direct (20 is plenty sign) 
£371.65 to Parish Clerk (hours) 
£93.00 to HMRC 
 
To approve the budget for 2021/22 
The budget sheet was shared and agreed. 
 
To consider a donation for Volunteer Driver Service 
A request has been received from Volunteer Driver Service who take people to essential appointments 
throughout Cherwell when there is no alternative transport available.  The funding would be put towards 
PPE costs which amounts to £20,00.00 per month. It was agreed not to give a donation as it would set a 
precedent. 

 
21/33. To receive an update on planning 
  The following applications and notifications had been received since the last meeting: 

• 20/00398/TCA,  T1 x Large Poplar Tree -Fell T2 x Large Poplar Tree-Fell T3 x Large Poplar Tree-Fell Tree 
roots encroach on stable block near by, removal would allow nearby row of beech trees to flourish at 
Tithe Barn House, 5 The Tithings. No comment. 

• 20/03469/F and 20/03470/LB, Erection of 473.6 sq m detached, flat roofed timber framed building with 
link connection to non-listed building for D1 educational use on school site, with associated parking at 
Swalcliffe Park School.  Withdrawn. The application was withdrawn due to the wall running alongside 
the astro turf. This will not be removed in the revised plans and a gap will be made in the wall to link the 
buildings. The design of the link will be slightly amended with more glass.  

• The application will be resubmitted with these changes. If approved, work will be pushed back to 
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September/October time. 
 

21/34. To receive the following correspondence:- 
 The following correspondence had been received and circulated: 

• Villager, Trees. Concern has been raised about some large trees on the Main Road. It was agreed to ask the 
landowner to get advice from a tree surgeon.  Cllr Riordan to speak to the landowner. 

• Villager, Verges. Covered under public participation. 

• OALC, Council meetings post 7th May 2021. 

• CDC, Symptom Free Testing for Staff and Volunteers - Letter from the Director of Public Health. This will be 
put on the Facebook page. 

 
21/35. Councillors’ Reports 
  Thanks were given to Cllr Riordan for attending the finance training course.  VAT was briefly discussed and its 

impact on the village hall project.  The Parish Clerk is attending a training course on 6th April and will get 
advice. 

 
  Cllr Smith spoke about the village hall survey and the link with GDPR.   
  Action:  The Chair agreed to provide wording that should be included on the survey. 
 
21/36. To agree a date for the Annual Parish Meeting 

The Annual Parish Meeting should be held between 1st March and 1st June. At present there is no guidance 
after 6th May when the legislation for remote meetings will end.  It was agreed to postpone this meeting for 
now.  An extraordinary meeting to discuss the village hall plans can be arranged when face to face meetings 
are allowed. 

 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.10pm. 


