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SWALCLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 MINUTES OF A REMOTE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 ON 11th JANUARY 2021  AT 7.30PM 

 

Councillors Present 
Neil Urquhart (NU), Chairperson 
Steve Gandy (SG) 
Ken Hodkinson (KH) 
Lee McCallum (LMc) 
Ryan Smith (RS) 
Victoria Taylor (VT) 
Christine Coles - Parish Clerk  
 
Karen Riordan (KR), Kiran HIngorani (KH) and Rob Piner (RP) of Swalcliffe Park School, Robin Grimston (RG) of Swalcliffe 
PCC, Jane Morgan (JM), Stuart Ralph (SR), June Couch (JC), Nick Carter (NC) and Peter Beddowes (PB) 
 
21/01. Apologies 
  None. 
 
21/02. Co-option of New Councillor 
 Karen Riordan was co-opted onto the Parish Council. She signed the Acceptance of Office form and was 

welcomed onto the Parish Council. 
 
21/03. Declarations of Interest  
  Cllr Smith declared an interest as a Governor of Swalcliffe Park School. 
  Cllr Hodkinson declared an interest in the planning application at 1 Brick Row. 
 
21/04. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd November 2020 
 The minutes of the last meeting were approved and will be signed as a true record. 
 
  One item was moved up the agenda to allow the members of the public to join in. 
21/09. To receive an update on planning 
  The following applications had been received since the last meeting: 

• 20/02956/F, Formation of 3 new jumps at SPE.  Supported by PC. 

• 20/01851/F, Alterations at SPS. Supported by PC. 

• 20/012973/F, Variation of Condition 2  of 20/00179/LB – to replace inappropriate painted ply cladding 
with stone facing to match other elevations at SPS.   Supported by PC. 

• 20/03141/F, Replace existing open, pitched roof storm porch with an enclosed natural stone entrance 
porch with slate pitched roof.  New entrance door to face East. Existing external steps to be moved in 
line with new entrance at 1 Brick Row. Supported by PC. This application was looked at in between 
meetings.  There are three options to comment, Support, Object or Comment.  The Parish Council had 
no comments to make but replied on 29th December with support.  Mrs Morgan, who owns a 
neighbouring property expressed surprise that the Parish Council had supported the application when 
there had been an objection.  She noted that the property is in the Conservation Area and an extension 
is proposed on the front of the cottage. Some other attendees agreed that this will break the current 
line of building. The Chair explained that the Parish Council’s supporting comment had been made 
before this comment had been submitted but he confirmed that the Parish Council would make a 
supplementary comment bringing this observation to the attention of the conservation officer.   

• 20/03070/TCA, Tree work at SPS.  No further comments or objections by CDC. 
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• 20/03469/F  and 20/03470/LB, Erection of 473.6 sq m detached, flat roofed timber framed building with 
link connection to non-listed building for D1 educational use on school site with associated parking at 
Swalcliffe Park School.  Under consideration. 
The Chair noted that the application is to construct a building on the north side facing Old Forge Yard.   
The building will be used as a classroom and dayroom.  The Chair had visited Stuart Ralph (SR) to look at 
the view from his upstairs window and also met Kiran Hingorani (KH) and Rob Piner (RP) at the school to 
get their view and understanding of the application. 
 
SR spoke and thanked the Parish Council for the opportunity in allowing him to express his concerns. His 
objection is based on six points. 

• The heritage asset will be compromised. This building will be close to a building of historic interest as 
confirmed by Historic England. 

• The application justification does not hold up to scrutiny. There is no projection of students or staff 
numbers to justify the application. The new building covers 70% in footprint of all the educational 
buildings on site.  

• Use of the development is not clearly explained. There is no explanation of use or numbers. 50% of 
the space is devoted to a staff common room. Only two extra classrooms are included. On the 
application there is reference to C1 which is hotel use. 

• Effect of increased circulation has not been considered.  

• Impact on neighbours and Swalcliffe is understated.  An increase in school numbers will impact the 
village. Six car parking spaces are proposed.  Staff already park by the Tithe Barn. There are safety 
issues with increased personnel. Heat pumps can be noisy and heard by close neighbouring 
properties.  

• Absence of an energy report. 
 
KH of Swalcliffe Park School was pleased to be part of the discussion in an open environment and share 
the school’s excitement.  It is based on the growing reputation of the school and is a success story.  The 
school is proud of its work and this has led to an increase in student numbers. In September 2019 there 
were 46 students.  There has been lots of publicity about the school and good Ofsted inspections which 
has increased the school’s attractiveness. In the Autumn of 2020 69 students started.  It’s a fabulous 
situation to be in but extra space is needed. The student to staff ratio is 1:3. More support staff will be 
needed and the staff room is too small.   They have tried to bring the buildings together and link them 
using an environmentally friendly manufacture, which has been used elsewhere on the site. There will 
be solar panels on the roof which will reduce energy costs.  Construction will be done off site. The 
building will be for school day use only.  The school is open for 38 weeks a year and the building will not 
be used during holidays. Car parking has been added.  There are 92 staff and parking is for 80 people. It 
will be rare for everyone to be on site at the same time. The school can get advice about the heat 
pumps.  They are not able to get an energy certificate for a building that has not been built yet. The 
building is being built in a sustainable way and creating a carbon footprint. 
 
Mr Beddowes spoke as an immediate neighbour and a School Governor which he has done for the last 
ten years.  He can see the school and hear the noise but is very proud of what they have achieved.  
Some time ago they were struggling financially and had a bad reputation. They are a real success story 
and the village do not appreciate the world class establishment the school is.  Their work is very 
challenging and they are heavily absorbed day to day.  The school do agree that communication with 
the village could be better and will look to change this. 
 
The Chair asked the school to clarify how numbers might develop over the coming years and what the 
long term strategy is?  Will they be a Centre of Excellence for training purposes?  Do they have an 
estates plan? 
 
KH responded that there may be a small increase in numbers but nothing major’ it wasn’t expected to 
increase capacity beyond about 75 students.  All rooms are currently being used.   



 

Page | 3 

 

The population is rising and more children have special needs. The school are trying to utilize the space 
in a sympathetic way and not overdevelop the site.  There is more demand for school places nationally. 
There is no exact definition for a Centre of Excellence. It can be about research, sharing good practice 
and training people nationally.  The school wish to support Oxfordshire County Council and other local 
schools and provide free training. They advise the National Autistic Society and may invite staff from 
other schools. Longer term the school would like a new hall for the students perhaps to the south side 
but there are no other plans for development. 
 
The C1 code on the application form under hours of opening  is a typing error and should read C2.   The 
heat pumps were discussed and RP confirmed that one can be moved and there are two already on the 
northern side which can be moved.  Lighting was discussed. A major lighting scheme was installed four 
years ago and new lighting will be kept to a minimum. The existing external lights will be used and three 
additional lights are planned. They are all low impact lights. 
 
Cllr Hodkinson spoke about the traffic and asked if OCC will look at traffic flows?  KH replied that not all 
staff would be on site at the same time and highways would be consulted.  
 
Cllr Smith agreed with everything that PB had said. 
 
In summary the Chair noted the meeting had listened to the views of the school and those who were 
concerned. The Parish Council are content the school has identified and justified the need for 
educational facilities.  Student numbers have increased but assurance has been given they will not go up 
again.  Concerns were noted about lighting, heat pumps, traffic flow and parking. The school will submit 
comments noting these observations. 
 Action:  The Parish Clerk to give their response to CDC.   

   
21/05. Public Participation Session 
  There was nothing to discuss. 
 
21/06. To note any matters arising from the minutes not included on this agenda for report only 

Footpath markings - The Chair has drawn up two maps and shared them with landowners and 
Oxfordshire County Council for comment. They will then be published on the website. 
 
Village Hall Terms of Reference – These have been signed and Cllr Gandy has the originals. They will be 
passed to the Clerk for the archive. 
 
Speedwatch – Nothing happened before Christmas as the police officer was away.  This will restart in the 
Spring. Cllr Riordan offered her help. 
 
Foodbank collection – This was successful. 
 
Highway road warning signs – There is set wording for a play area highway warning sign. This will be 
discussed with the village when a face to face Annual Parish Meeting can be held later in the year. 
 
Tree Planting on the Common – This is going ahead. 
 
Garage Rent - All the rent has been paid. 
 
Defibrillator – A site check was carried out and the defibrillator had a fault. A loan model was sent and is 
active again.  The faulty unit is under warranty and has been returned to USA for fixing. 
 

21/07. To receive an update on the village/community hall 
 Cllr Gandy gave the following update:  
 As stated at the last meeting, the topographical and feasibility study for a new structure have been 
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received. There are a number of options for using the site and the scale of a new structure but how much 
will it cost?  It is hoped the Parish Council can engage with the village face to face in a public meeting to 
gauge the degree of support. Whilst the Parish Council wait for this opportunity Cllr Gandy will get advice 
and budgetary quotes to refurbish the current structure. This will look at addressing the issues brought 
up in the survey from 2019 and consider different heating and insulation options. He thought that, in the 
current climate, it will be more difficult to secure the level of funding for a complete rebuild so 
refurbishment should remain as an alternative consideration. 

 
21/08. Financial Report 
 The following payments were approved under statutory powers: 

£226.73 to ABC Advertising Partners Ltd (play park bark and wood batton) 
£32.49 to ABC Advertising Partners Ltd (website costs) 
£21.00 to ABC Advertising Partners Ltd (website costs) 
  
To consider a request from Swalcliffe PCC for financial assistance to repair the church clock 
The PCC has reported that the church clock is in need of repair at a quoted cost of £1K.  Robin Grimston 
(RG) is the Church Warden. He paid tribute to all those who financially support the church.  Its running 
costs are £13K - £14K and it has not been able to fundraise this year. The PCC has asked the PC if they can 
assist with the cost of repair.  Two documents have been circulated.  A briefing note from the National 
Association of Local Councils (NALC) dated January 2018 and a counter document from ChurchCare dated 
March 2018. The Parish Council receive professional advice from NALC and OALC.  The ChurchCare 
document refers to the Localism Act 2011 allowing the Parish Council to use the General Power of 
Competence to spend money. The two bodies have conflicting views and the Parish Council have to 
consider whether they overrule the OALC body in favour of the ChurchCare view.  Cllr Gandy asked Robin 
Grimston if the PCC could have raised the money had the pandemic not happened. Half of church costs 
are religious and the other half non-religious.  The money would have been raised under normal 
circumstances.  In principle the Parish Council agreed to support the special circumstances that the PCC 
find themselves in and not being able to raise any funds.  It was agreed in principle to pay up to £600.00.  
It was suggested that another note will be circulated by the PCC to the village about fundraising. 
 
To set the precept for 2021/22 

 The Chair had circulated a draft budget sheet. At the end of this financial year there will be a projected 
surplus of £1,084.00.  It was proposed and agreed to set the precept for 2021/22 at £7,660.00. 

 Action:  The Parish Clerk to notify CDC. 
 
21/10. To receive the following correspondence:- 
 The following correspondence had been received and circulated: 

• OALC Training Programme 2021 

• CDC Parish Bulletin, Census 2021.  Cllr Riordan has agreed to take the lead on this. 
 
21/11. Councillors’ Reports 
  Cllr Smith noted that Swalcliffe Park School are making more of an effort to communicate with the village. 
 
  The 20 is Plenty sign is missing in Green Lane. The adjoining hedges will be checked. If not found a new 

sign will be ordered. 
 
  Cllr Riordan spoke about the For Sale Board at the end of Park Lane.  She will contact the parishioner first 

about getting it moved. 
 
21/12. Date and time of next meeting 

 Monday 15th February 2021 at 7.30pm 
 

There being no other business the meeting closed at 10.10pm. 


