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SWALCLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD 18TH OCTOBER  2021 AT 7.30PM 

IN SWALCLIFFE VILLAGE HALL 

 

Councillors Present 
Neil Urquhart (NU), Chairperson 
Steve Gandy (SG) 
Karen Riordan (KR) 
Ryan Smith (RS) 
Victoria Taylor (VT), Vice Chairperson (arrived late) 
Christine Coles - Parish Clerk and four members of the public 
 
21/77. Apologies 
 Cllr Hodkinson (work) 
 
21/78. Declarations of Interest  
 No interests were declared. 
 
21/79. To approve the minutes of the meetings held on 6th September and 4th October 2021 
  The minutes of the last two meetings were approved and signed. 
  
21/80. Public Participation Session 

There were no matters to discuss. 
 

21/81. To note any matters arising from the minutes not included on this agenda for report only 
Phone box – The damage has not been fixed yet. 
 
Visitors to new play area and parking on grass - This seems to be a minor problem and cannot be 
stopped as the land belongs to Highways. 
 
Christmas party - The village hall has been booked and further details circulated.  There has been no 
party for the last two years and there was an underspend in 2019. It is hoped that 24 children will 
attend with an entertainer and a visit from Father Christmas.  There is money in the budget for a 
Christmas party.  Everyone agreed with the principle. 
 
Platinum Jubilee – There will be a series of events to mark this occasion in June 2022.  Beacons will 
be lit and street parties arranged.   Cllr Riordan to consult the village about ideas of what can be done. 

 
21/82. To receive an update on the village/community hall 

There was a village consultative meeting held on 4th October and proposals were put forward to 
replace or refurbish the existing hall. If nothing is done, the existing hall will decline. There is support 
from the village to have a new hall but it will be expensive.  To replace the hall will require fund 
raising of between £500-700K.  A refurbishment is more practical in the current climate but not a 
long term solution.  The hall will be called a village community hall which will help with any fund 
raising or grant applications.  Some people at the meeting were not convinced that demand had been 
investigated.  However, it will not be possible to write a business case for the village hall due to the 
nature of its use.  Cllr Gandy recommended that a new build is not discounted and the long term 
objective will be to replace the existing structure but that a phased refurbishment was the best 
current option.  The Parish Council will work with the school and church to explore the possibility of 
a shared facility in the future.  It was agreed that a refurbishment should be carried out by 
professional contractors with some works done by village volunteers.   
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A working party will be set up to identify the priorities. 
 
Kate Foley noted that a donation of £500.00 had been given to the Village Hall by the Christopher 
Cooke Charity.  They are linked to the Fuel Allotment.  Mr Foley spoke of a grant that is available 
through Oxfordshire Community Foundation.  The main theme is to combat isolation and loneliness. 
Both Mick Foley and Virginia Merritt have offered to help with grant paperwork. 
Action:  All Councillors to look at fund raising and grant opportunities.  Mr Foley to forward the email 
from Oxfordshire Community Foundation. Cllr Gandy with the Community Hall Committee to start 
planning the refurbishment. 

 
21/83. To agree the revised Parish Council Standing Orders 
 The revised Standing Orders were circulated and it was agreed to accept them. 
 Action:  The Chair to forward for the village website. 
 
21/84. To review the Cherwell Local Plan Review – Community Involvement Paper 2 : Developing our 

Options Consultation 
The Local Plan Review is a chance to develop new policies for matters including: the climate 
emergency; creating a built environment that promotes healthy lifestyles; achieving net increases in 
biodiversity; supporting town centres; and rural housing. There is one area of land  primarily in Sibford 
but also in Swalcliffe which has been put forward for development.  It is speculative at the moment 
and CDC will decide which ones to take forward more formally.  Sibford PC have responded.  Their 
response is based on being a Category A village. Sibford Ferris and Sibford Gower have asked to be 
treated as separate villages.  They mention access to local services, transport and employment.  To 
put in extra housing will require good transport links.  There will be a loss of agricultural land and the 
proposed development is disproportionate to the size of the village. 
 
The owners of Folly Farm were at the meeting.    They were aware that an application had been put 
forward by the farmer for housing.  An attempt was previously made to put a road from Sibford Road 
to the school.  A footpath close by which has always been used as a bridleway now has a sign up to 
stop horse riders.  Many sites have been put forward into the plan but, if its agricultural land, it will 
require change of use.  There are five questions to answer within the Local Plan document.   
Councillors discussed their response and agreed answers to the five core questions and the outline 
objection to the land development application. 
Action:  The Chair to draft a response and circulate before the deadline of 10th November. 

 
21/85. Financial Report 
 The following payments were approved under statutory powers: 

•  £240.24 to CDC (dog bin emptying) 

• £78.00 to A Darby Electrical (light repair in defibrillator cabinet) 
 
21/86. To receive an update on planning 
 The following update was given: 

• 21/03440/TCA, Fell 1 x Blue Fir at Old Thatch Cottage, 2 Park Lane. No comment by PC. 
• 21003082/F, Garage conversion with new windows and doors (resubmission of 21/01488/F) at 

the Old Bakehouse, Bakers Lane. No comment by PC. 

 
21/87. Correspondence 
 The following correspondence was received and circulated: 

• OCC, Workshop to introduce OCC’s new priorities 

• CDC, Cherwell Local Plan Review - Community Involvement Paper 2: Developing our Options - 
Invitation to Parish, Town Council and Parish Meeting webinars 

• Thames Water, Sewer rehab works  
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21/88. Councillors’ Reports 
Swalcliffe Park School have a strategic plan and  Cllr Smith attended a recent Student Council meeting.  
There will be increased engagement between the school and village. 

 
21/89. Date and Time of next meeting 
 29th November 2021 at 7.30pm 
 
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.45pm. 


